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Block Printing 

Instructor: John Andrews 

johnandrewsemails@gmail.com 

 

All materials can be picked up at art stores such as Artist and Craftsman, Blick or easily ordered online. 

The links below are provided so you can see exactly what the instructor recommends. We will go over 

this list the first class. 

 

Inks 

You will be provided with Colored Speedball oil-based inks for this class (black and primaries). Akua inks 

can be used as a soy based non-toxic alternative if you’d prefer. Both inks stain and it is recommended to 

bring an apron or old t-shirt.  

 

Tools 

• Unmounted linoleum block, 12x12 to start 

                  Other blocks, size/material your preference: wood, linoleum, sintra, 

• Carving Tools: some suggestions:  

 

                  For Linoleum and just starting out: 

                          Speedball lino cutter with interchangeable gauges 

                   

                 Sharper tools for carving wood: 

                       Namisei Moku Hanga To Set of 4: (3mm V,  3mm U, 4.5mm U, 7mm U) from McClain’s,                                           

Mikisyo PowerGrip Carving tool set (amazon)   or individual gouges in the size you prefer 

 

• “Found” materials to make marks on the block: nails, screws, needles, scrapers,... 
• Yasutomo Bamboo barren, small   or Blick Economy Baren or large, flattish spoon 

• Speedball soft rubber brayer 4” 

• Speedball water-soluble block printing ink, 1.25oz tube, ink retarder for water based inks 

• Ink Knife 

• Metal ruler or straight edge 18” 

• Razor Scraper (with blades) 

• Black Sharpies 

• Pencil 

• Tape: blue painters tape, artist’s tape, or masking tape 

Paper 

• Paper for Printing: Masa, Kozo/Mulberry paper, 9x12 pack of 25 unbleached Mulberry 

• Newsprint Sheets 

• 9x12” Palette paper 

mailto:https://www.dickblick.com/products/akua-intaglio-inks/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fblick-battleship-gray-linoleum-pkg-of-1-12-x-12-unmounted%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7mgrRwf7LX2ZWwpe%2B%2BJmcO5B6VCwvvtjs%2BTUcW53PoY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fspeedball-lino-set-no-1%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1HZu2%2Fy28PwFc7LZWizcF%2FBnL6gr%2BG7uGRgjUkXwQPM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fimcclains.com%2Fcatalog%2Fwoodblocktools%2Fnamiseioriginalsetof4.html&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xwz4yKVsAe9iM42wUIb7BgnV7LwoyxN6TPJNE6xOSxI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.com%2FPower-Carving-Tools-Seven-Piece%2Fdp%2FB0037MI3K2%2Fref%3Dsr_1_3%3Fcrid%3D3SOAM6VSWCP29%26keywords%3Dmikisyo%2Bpower%2Bgrip%2Bcarving%2Btools%26qid%3D1679330845%26sprefix%3Dmikisyo%2Bpower%2Bgrip%2Bcarving%2Btools%252Caps%252C95%26sr%3D8-3&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OWIWeDVwfk0RlfUiOjcw00hw6HCawX201zVzXspL0OY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fyasutomo-bamboo-baren-small-3-78%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YhmCsS%2FqdOxgAi4lPz1UMJYdkLrVvp8yNgK%2FZo4S5lI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fblick-economy-baren%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rr1CGu40qbjG9EowYaJrTCkDVMmAjGMtTtm4BC5oUnI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fspeedball-soft-rubber-brayer-4%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TsKJdMQ5w0VTh1OlNnw98cJ8QEwIlnb%2FL2pa%2FSNmynE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fspeedball-water-based-block-printing-ink-black-125-oz%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224679182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yK5pHtcOA5k7%2Bc82ft8wA3C6EodQEB41yej8CLY%2BHew%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fspeedball-water-soluble-block-printing-ink-retarder%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vMmO7An87Jjf6Bnoxt1RQ66xR5fj8uqIxslozWMCY80%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fart-alternatives-artist-work-knife%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s2ieOxjsOScu1CuumXJ%2Btwkf9Zk%2FswYcnmusZyO0lSc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fblick-aluminum-ruler-18%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rnj6Sy2vGPWCWysfIaC%2FZO3Vx8O548qysosJOtRqmk8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fproducts%2Fexcel-blades-hand-held-scraper-with-blades%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CiQ7%2F7e%2FXnp5IkFGtAdVCemajnAQoBqBcOOtBCdBp80%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fsharpie-twin-tip-marker-black%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=99%2Bvw8t16BUnthG7PGhjXMahLJMtCps2cabCo85BDPg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fartist-tape-34-x-60-yds-white%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BAhR5fCNzSgZnRKGQCplBSgf63N4C0kOxqHPdRkiu2c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fink-block-printing-pack-9-x-12-unbleached-mulberry-25-sheets%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8bwo9oN9ikP5GnBletpJMlnh4JojRlsFyyZel3X8Gq4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fpacon-all-purpose-newsprints-9-x-12-white-500-sheets%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mH1N2m%2FuUtHeVAzP0iTAPIDOdqZBNmWk58ElnyWwW0U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fblick-palette-paper-pad-9-x-12-50-sheets%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gki4ZiXPKmFafSSQJxpC6EF2OwdWGcr0naYTK8J2BYs%3D&reserved=0
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•  Tracing Paper 

 

Optional Supplies 

• Small sketch pad (a place for ideas and take notes)  

• Apron or old t-shirt 

• Decorative papers 

• Exacto knife or utility knife 

• Sandpaper, fine 

• Wood filler 

 

*To find all supplies (not including carving tools) go to 

https://www.dickblick.com/myaccount/wishlist/rr17arudl2a11/ 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dickblick.com%2Fitems%2Fblick-studio-tracing-paper-pad-9-x-12-50-sheets%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGRenaud%40mannycantor.org%7Cf7767c3231894eafb38c08db67646a84%7Ca93568d8f07d48e9bf4bedd954f514af%7C0%7C0%7C638217453224835429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oN0hgDnCAHnIv6og3Z3Zs6QA4l5utlD2nl0QPeERQAw%3D&reserved=0

